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    Honoring Black History Month With Special Center Drive 

Southeastern Community Blood Center • Marianna, FL • Tallahassee, FL • Panama City, FL • Douglas, GA • Thomasville, GA 

On Monday, February 16th, SCBC will host a 
special event to commemorate Black History 
Month and to raise awareness of the need for 
blood among minorities, specifically the thou-
sands of individuals across the country suffer-
ing from sickle cell disease.  
 
The Black History Month Blood Drive, sched-
uled at each of our  five centers, will provide a 
unique opportunity for area residents to show 
their support for blood donation. We are opti-
mistic that the event will attract a new crowd of 
blood donors, especially as our blood supply 
has begun to suffer in recent weeks. As an   
added incentive for their efforts, donors who 
give blood at the event will receive a hard-
cover, illustrated copy of They Walked to Free-
dom, 1955-1956: The Story of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, a tribute to the movement that 
challenged inequalities and set the stage for 
modern civil rights.  
 

Sickle Cell Anemia is an inherited disease that 
affects more than 70,000 people in the United 
States, ninety percent of whom are of African 
descent. There is no cure for the disease;  
however, many patients are able to minimize 
the disease’s effects through frequent blood 
transfusions. Transfusions from blood donors 
of the same ethnic background are especially 
beneficial because they have less of a chance 
of causing complications for the recipient.  
 
Through hosting the Black History Month 
event, our hope is to educate donors of all 
ethnic backgrounds on the life saving effect 
their actions have on other individuals. With 
the prevalence of Sickle Cell Anemia, and the 
severity of the present blood shortage, Febru-
ary is a fitting month to help someone in need.  
 
All centers will be open from 9am to 6pm on 
the day of the event. 

 
A donor does his part to help Sickle Cell 
Anemia patients in their battle with the 
disease (from SCBC archives) 

 Februaryõs Happenings 

Donors receive a 
FREE 24 oz. smoothie 

11am - 
2pm

Black History Month 
Blood Drive.  
 All Centers 

9am -
     6pm

Donors receive a 
FREE hardcover book*

Tropical Smoothie Café 
Blood Drive.  

1415 Timberlane &      
209 N. Magnolia 

Tallahassee 

Win a VISA Cash Card 
 All Center & Mobile 

Unit Donors 

Drawing for one grand prize at $250, 
five runner-up prizes at $50

*Details in the article above 

   Meet Anita Blood-Donor  

In an effort to better connect with the next 
generation of blood donors, SCBC has joined 
facebook! Anita Blood-Donor is the face of 
our center on the site, and she’s eager to 
connect with donors like you.  
 
If you are a facebook member, feel free to 
look “Anita Blood-Donor” up and become a 
“friend” of our organization.  

   SCBC’s Marathon Man 

After months of grueling training, Brad Diesburg, 
SCBC Systems Administrator and regular double 
red cell donor, successfully completed The 2009 
Tallahassee Marathon. Although the February 1st 
event was a first for Brad, he was able to com-
plete the event at a respectable time of 4 hours 
and 39 minutes. When asked about the experi-
ence, Brad said he would describe the finish as 
“one of the best feelings in the world,” aside from 
his muscles “screaming” at him after the race.   
 
Our hats go off to Brad for his accomplishment 
and for his dedication to our organization through-
out the years.  
 
Way to go, Brad; thank you for letting us share in 
this event!  

 
Brad Diesburg, SCBC donor       
and employee, conquers his        
first marathon 


