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The Power of Platelets

Patients Need More Than Just Whole Blood

Blood is made up of many unique components,
each with an important role. A patient’s need for
a specific component is typically determined by
their illness or injury, as different components
work on healing different things.

At SCBC we are committed to serving our
community, even if patients’ requirements
might not always be the same. While we
appreciate individuals who make whole blood
donations throughout the year, our need for
platelet donors has increased dramatically in
recent months.

Platelets are blood cells that control bleeding
and help wounds to heal. They are particularly
important because they are needed by many
different types of people: cancer patients, heart
surgery patients, burn patients, and bone mar-
row and organ transplant patients.

An apheresis platelet donation differs from a
whole blood donation: we draw only the platelet
component and return the red cells to you. As a
result of this automated procedure, one aphere-
sis platelet donation provides enough platelets
for one complete transfusion - six times the
amount collected from a whole blood donation.

The shelf-life of platelets is a mere five days,
making it difficult for us to maintain a consistent
and plentiful supply at our branches. Given the
unique attributes the component possesses, in
order to continue to meet the platelet demands of
the community, we need to increase our current
donor base. If you are a healthy individual inter-
ested in making a profound impact on another
person’s life, consider becoming a platelet donor.
Visit www.scbcinfo.org for eligibility requirements
and additional information.

Roger Day (above left) is a regular platelet
donor at SCBC'’s Tallahassee facility

august 1- 31 :
go for the gold. give red. save lives.

j
Donate blood with SCBC or Bay Medical ‘
Donor Center in the month of August and

you will receive a FREE 2008 Champion

Blood Donor t-shirt.* Offer valid in all centers iy
and on mobile drives.

august 1-29
win a “daycation

Don’t miss out on the chance for an end of
summer break. One weekly “daycation”
winner will be chosen from registrants who
give blood in August. Each prize will include
4 Big Kahuna water park tickets, a $50 gas
card and a $25 Tropical Smoothie gift card.

Summer Update

Lately, we've been stumped by the difficulty we've experienced attracting donors to our cen-
ters since August has begun. Unlike past years when we were lucky enough to experience
an end of the summer surge, August has established itself as a rocky month for us so far
this year. Typically, we strive to keep a five day supply of each blood type at our centers, but
in the last few weeks alone, multiple blood types — namely O positive and O negative — have
fallen to just a single day’s supply.

Despite the fact that we seem to be competing for people’s time with the Olympics and other
events, we are hopeful that the spirit of competition and togetherness generated by the
Olympic Games will light a special kind of fire within our local community.

“The Olympics are about bringing people together, and at SCBC, we work to do the same,”
said Jeanne Dariotis, CEO. “Patients all across the globe have a need for blood, and we're
hoping that the spirit of the Olympics will encourage individuals within our community to do
what it takes to help save lives, especially in a time like the present when our blood supply is
exceptionally low. Donating blood is a winning situation for everyone involved.”

Consider breaking away from the Olympic coverage to visit one of our centers this month.
We have a lot of exciting events going on!

august 20

over the hump beach blast

Give a pint for a pint. Celebrate summer by
giving blood and cool off with a complimentary

at all centers.

pint of Blue Bell ice cream. Event will be held ‘
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*while supplies last

Y nner's Cjr

Dan Sharrett

: Donated 7.26.08 at
t:Governor'*ts
Drive, Tallahassee
......................................... Winner of $150
Sharon Bragg : :Governor
Donated 7.31.08 PN giftcard
J : Week 1 winner of the Big Kahuna :
~.“daycation” destination tri

Cle

atu\aﬁ°“5 to the follow5,,9 don,
\{ - Q-
S,

‘0

9o

- S

Southeastern Community Blood Center « Marianna, FL « Tallahassee, FL « Panama City, FL « Douglas, GA « Thomasville, GA

www.scbcinfo.org « 800.722.2218



